
Spencerport Volunteer Fireman’s Association (SVFA) /  
Spencerport Fire District (SFD)  

Junior Firefighter Parents Information & FAQ 
 

What is a Junior Firefighter vs a Scouting Explorer?  
An explorer was a youth that was registered and participated in events under the rules of Scouting 
America. This limited their training, participation and rights as a firefighter and member of the SFD. A 
Junior Firefighter (JFF) is a member of the SVFA / SFD who has predesignated and limited function, but 
increases their ability to participate in training and on-scene roles. 
 
Being a JFF they can now complete NYS Fire courses, NYS Emergency Medical Training, apply for 
scholarships and in some cases reduced college costs  
 
Are they a “Firefighter”?  
In the eyes the state and the organization yes, they are a firefighter. However, they are not performing fire 
suppression or interior firefighting duties. They are also not allowed to introduce themselves or portray 
themselves as a “Firefighter” to citizens or in the event of an emergency.  
 
What is the application & acceptance process?  
Applications are to be mailed and submitted in writing, they are reviewed, a background check is done, 
the physical is completed, both the youth and parents are interviewed and the names are submitted and to 
the SVFA and Spencerport Fire District Boards for approval.  
 
Are there costs or expenses for the physical?  
There are no application or membership costs and the physical is covered by the Fire Department. 
Uniforms and equipment are provided.  
There may be opportunities for non-uniform related clothing that is not required   
 
What will they be doing?  
Their participation is structured and tailored to their ability to demonstrated maturity, complete training 
and advance in age. Generally:  

● Age 14-15: Participate in regular JFF and Department drills and training  
● Age 15-16: May respond as a group to larger incidents to assist in clean up and exterior work  
● Age 16-18: Following completion of a training curriculum they may join a responding crew to 

certain incidents that are limited in scope and risk.  
 

Is this dangerous?  
The JFFs have limited engagements in what they can do to protect their safety. Their activities are 
supervised by trained firefighters. They will be working on and around ladders, pressurized hoses, large 
vehicles and emergency scenes, however every effort is made to protect their safety including Standard 
Operating Guidelines, safety officers and supervision.  
 
Are they insured?  
Yes, they are covered by the SFD as a member / employee of the Fire Department.  
 
 



Is there youth protection?  
All Members of the SFD undergo mandatory youth protection training annually, the fire stations have 
recorded surveillance cameras, they are not allowed to be in fire houses between 9pm to 6am and they are 
not allowed on the second floor of Station 1. We are committed to maintaining a 2:1 ratio of supervision 
and dual sex supervision at drills.  
 
What are the participation requirements?  
To maintain an active status, JFFs must: (unless excused)  

● Complete all required safety training (mostly on-line)  
● Successfully complete an annual physical  
● Attend 1 general membership meeting  
● Attend 4 days of carnival  
● Maintain a passing academic work 
● Attend one drill a month   

 
What are they limited from doing?  
They may not:  

● Respond directly to a scene of an emergency  
● Enter an environment that is life threatening (smoke, flame or gas filled areas)  
● Operate any vehicle 
● Direct Traffic independently 
● Respond to calls during school hours  
● Be alone in the fire stations  
● Display emergency lights on personal vehicles    
● Violate any department SOG or Policy: including the electronic media policy and privacy laws  

 
What happens when they turn 18 years of age?  
At the age of 17 they may apply to be a Restricted Member. Traditional members are only taken in the 
spring and fall and must them complete a full training program.  
They may remain a JFF while they are 18 but must change their status by their 19th birthday.  
 
Are there special roles or instructions for parents?  
We ask that parents  

● Be supportive and positive about their role in the organization.  
● Communicate with the JFF Program Administrator promptly about any concerns  

o This includes non-passing grades  
o Any reported injuries  

● Be prompt in dropping off and picking up the youths  
● Understand that although we maintain a coach / player mentality in teaching and mentoring, this 

is a paramilitary style structure of leadership where they may be given direct commands and 
orders.  

● They will participate in and become aware of the emergencies of the citizens of the community. 
We take every effort to protect the privacy of citizens that have undergone a loss or tragedy. As 
parents we ask that you give our citizens the same respect. This means avoiding public discussion 
and communication of these details. 


